
 

Woodland Species List 
Created by Reyna Matties (ONP Manager) in February 2026 

 

Notes for this list:  

- Species are selected from the 2026 ONP Catalogue 

- All plants listed can perform well in part to full shade 

- The lists are separated by light and moisture requirements 

- Please investigate the specific soil type preferred for each species before planting 

 

Part 1: Wildflowers 

 A: Part to full shade flower species 

 Dry Site 

• Snakeroot - Ageratina altissima 

• Thimbleweed – Anemone virginiana 

• White Wood Aster – Eurybia divaricata 

• Woodland Strawberry – Fragaria vesca ssp. americana 

•  Woodland sunflower – Helianthus divaricatus 

•  Blue Stem Goldenrod – Solidago caesia 

 

 

 

https://onplants.ca/shop/ageratina-altissima/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/anemone-virginiana/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/eurybia-divaricata/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/fragaria-vesca-ssp-americana/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/helianthus-divaricatus/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/solidago-caesia/


A continued: Part to full shade flower species 

Moist Site 

• Wild Ginger - Asarum canadense 

• Wild Geranium - Geranium maculatum 

• Foam flower - Tiarella stolonifera 

• Bottle Gentian - Gentiana andrewsii 

• Wood Poppy - Stylophorum diphyllum 

• Canada Anemone - Anemone canadensis 

 

B: Part shade flower species 

Dry Site 

• Wild Columbine - Aquilegia canadensis 

• Heart Leaved Aster - Symphyotrichum cordifolium 

 Moist Site 

• Cardinal Flower - Lobelia cardinalis 

• Mountain Mint - Pycnanthemum virginianum 

• Northern Bog Violet - Viola nephrophylla 

• Dogtooth daisy - Helenium autumnale 

• Michigan Lily - Lilium michiganense 

Dry to Moist Site 

• Blue Lobelia - Lobelia siphilitica 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.onplants.ca/shop/asarum-canadense/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/geranium-maculatum/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/tiarella-stolonifera/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/gentiana-andrewsii/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/stylophorum-diphyllum/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/anemone-canadensis/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/aquilegia-canadensis/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/symphyotrichum-cordifolium/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/lobelia-cardinalis/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/pycnanthemum-virginianum/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/viola-nephrophylla/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/helenium-autumnale/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/lilium-michiganense/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/lobelia-siphilitica/


Part 2: Grasses, Sedges, and Ferns 

A: Grasses 

Full shade, Dry Site 

• Bottlebrush Rye – Elymus hystrix 

Part shade, Dry Site 

• Little Bluestem – Schizachyrium scoparium 

• Indian Grass – Sorghastrum nutans 

 

B: Sedges 

Part to full shade, Dry to Wet Site 

• Ivory Sedge – Carex eburnea 

• Wood’s Sedge – Carex woodii 

Part to full shade, Wet Site 

• Morning Star Sedge – Carex grayi 

C: Ferns  

Part to full shade, Moderate Site 

• Wood Fern – Dryopteris marginalis 

• Christmas Fern – Polystichum acrostichoides 

Part to full shade, Wet Site 

• Ostrich Fern – Matteuccia pensylvanica 

 

Part 3: Understory Shrubs 

 A: Part to full shade shrub species 

Dry Site 

• Partridgeberry – Mitchella repens 

• Purple Flowering Raspberry – Rubus odoratus 

 

https://www.onplants.ca/shop/elymus-hystrix/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/schizachyrium-scoparium/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/sorghastrum-nutans/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/carex-eburnea/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/carex-woodii/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/carex-grayi/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/dryopteris-marginalis/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/polystichum-acrostichoides/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/matteuccia-pensylvanica/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/mitchella-repens/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/rubus-odoratus/


A continued: Part to full shade shrub species 

Dry to Moderate Site 

• Bush Honeysuckle – Diervella lonicera 

Moderate Site 

• Witch hazel – Hamamelis virginiana 

Moderate to Wet Site 

• Running Strawberry Bush – Euonymus obovatus 

Wet Site 

• Spicebush – Lindera benzoin 

 

B: Part shade shrub species 

Dry to Moderate Site 

• New Jersey Tea – Ceanothus americanus 

• American Hazelnut – Corylus americana 

Moist Site 

• Clematis – Clematis virginiana 

 

Part 4: Understory Trees 

Moderate to Wet Site 

• Pawpaw – Asimina triloba 

o Better fruit produced in full sun, but can be very shade tolerant. Good option for 

planting under a Walnut tree. 

• Pagoda Dogwood – Cornus alternifolia 

o Perform well under part shade of a larger tree or at a woodland edge. 

• Flowering Dogwood – Cornus florida 

o Perform well under part shade of a larger tree or at a woodland edge. 

 

https://www.onplants.ca/shop/diervilla-lonicera/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/hamamelis-virginiana/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/euonymus-obovatus/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/lindera-benzoin/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/ceanothus-americanus/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/corylus-americana/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/clematis-virginiana/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/asimina-triloba/
https://www.onplants.ca/shop/cornus-alternifolia/
https://onplants.ca/shop/cornus-florida/

